
 

 

 

 

Year 4 Spring Term 

The Island of Madagascar 

Maths 

This term in maths, the children will be learning about 

multiplication and division. The children will complete the 

Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) this term so they will continue 

to practise their multiplication tables. 

The children will also spend time this term learning about 

fractions and decimals. 

. 
Literacy/GPS 

In literacy, the children will study several texts, some which will 

be linked to the term’s topic of Madagascar.  They will 

undertake a variety of activities, such as letter writing, 

newspaper reports and composing diary entries. They will 

compare events in texts from different viewpoints and will 

develop an understanding of empathy and bias. Continued 

development of their writing will be encouraged through the use 

of expanded noun phrases, prepositional phrases and adverbial 

phrases.   

Weekly spelling lists will be given out on a Monday, to be 

learned for a spelling test every Friday. 

 

History/Geography 

This term, the children will be learning 

about the island of Madagascar, with a 

focus on its physical and human 

geographical features.  The children will 

examine the dangers it faces through 

deforestation and climate change, and the 

ongoing conservation efforts at work on the 

island.  Time will then be spent researching 

the features of a Travel Guide and 

producing one for Madagascar. 

 

PE 

In PE this term, the children will be 

learning to play End Ball.  This will 

involve them developing their skills of 

balance, coordination and strength as 

they compete against each other in 

games. They will become confident in 

playing in positions of attack and 

defence, whilst also improving their 

throwing and catching skills. 

Science 

States of Matter is the topic in science this term. The children will group together and 

compare materials, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. They will observe 

that some materials change their state when they are heated or cooled. Investigations on 

evaporation and condensation will take place and the children will learn about how these 

key features play an important part in the water cycle. 

After half term, the children will explore forces and magnets. They will plan investigations 

to find out how things move along different surfaces and what might impact the speed of 

an object. 



 

Computing 

This term in Computing, the children will be 

developing their word processing skills. They 

will be learning about basic word processing 

and text formatting skills, including how to 

format images and organise content into an 

effective layout. The children will apply these 

skills and techniques to create a range of 

different word documents. Later on in the 

term, the children will be using Scratch; this 

is a programme which will develop their 

problem solving skills through testing, 

debugging, improving and evaluating. 

Art/DT 

This term, the children will be learning 

about the artist Anni Albers, who was 

famous for textiles, in particular weaving. 

The children will design their own weave 

pattern, learn how to weave and then use 

this new skill in DT to create their own 

woven placemat in colours and styles that 

can be found on the island of Madagascar.  

 

RE 

The children will be learning about The Holy 

Bible and the reasons why Christians believe it 

to be so important. The children will explore 

the variety of writing within The Bible such as 

stories, poems, proverbs, law, songs and letters, 

and some of the reasons behind the different 

genres. 

Other Information 

 Homework will be given out on a Friday and is due 

the following Wednesday. 

 Please ensure your child is completing their spellings 

in their blue book each night. 

 Reading is to be recorded in your child’s reading 

companion. 

 Please continue to practise times tables with your 

child at home. 

 PE kit is a white t-shirt and black shorts or joggers. 

Children can also bring black jackets for when the 

weather is cold. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

PSHE 

In PSHE this term, the children be learning about ‘Living in 

the Wider World’. We will be discussing what it means to 

belong to a community and how we can help and support our 

local communities. Furthermore, the children will be thinking 

about how to be safe online by being digitally resilient. At the 

end of the term, the children will be talking about money, 

work and budgeting in a series of child-friendly sessions.  

Music 

The children’s work in music, this term, will 

be based upon composer Kerry Andrew’s Ten 
Pieces.  This will involve investigating sound-

rich environments and composing a piece of 

whole-class music with layers of sounds.  The 

children will have lots of opportunities to 

perform and then evaluate, edit and improve 

their piece of music. 

 
French 

This term in French, the children will learn how 

to describe people using physical features and 

what they are wearing. In the second half of the 

term, they will learn the vocabulary for different 

sports, as well as expressing their likes and 

dislikes. 

 


