
Home Learning for Reception Children - Week beginning 11.1.21 

 Phonics 
(20 minutes) 

Literacy 
(15 minutes) 

Child Initiated 
Activity 

Mathematics 
(15 minutes) 
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Understanding the World/ 
Expressive Arts and Design 

Activity (15 minutes) 
 

Child Initiated 
Activity 

Daily Reading 

Day 1 Learn to 
recognise and say 
the phoneme ‘j’. 
 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=lqOl4AcilIo  
 
Extension task: 
Practise 
reading/writing 
words which 
include ‘j’ (e.g. 
jug, jet, jam) 

Listen to the story of 
‘Percy the Park Keeper – 
One Snowy Night’ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xHWTK9u6RxY 
 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Watch Numberblocks 
Series 3 Episode 5: 
Zero 
 
https://www.bbc.co.u
k/iplayer/episode/b0b
lsx34/numberblocks-
series-3-zero  
 
Talk about the idea 
that when there is 
nothing we use the 
word zero or 
represent it with the 
number 0. 
 

Tell your child that we are 
going to be learning about the 
winter. What do they know 
about the Winter? They could 
draw a winter scene to support 
discussion. 
 

Please see suggested 
activities attached. 

Please make time 
to share a book 
with your child 
each day.  
You can also 
practise reading 
on Bug Club! 

Day 2 Learn to 
recognise and say 
the phoneme ‘v’: 
 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=QCkoHFnQf4c
&list=PLuGr6z2
H2KNGLy2Tckcy
8Kk8u10mXgcmi
&index=33  
 
Extension task: 
Practise 
reading/writing 
words which 
include ‘v’ (e.g. 
vet, van, vat) 

Think about where the 
story ‘One Snowy Night’ is 
set. Together describe the 
setting of the story.  
What would it feel like? 
What would it look like?  
What would it sound like?  
 
 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Play the following 
video – Alive in 5, 
Session 2 
 
https://whiterosemat
hs.com/homelearning
/early-years/alive-
in-5-week-1/  
 

Talk about the snow, what it 
looks like, how it feels and 
why it happens. Have they 
played in the snow? What did 
they do? 
Explain to the children that all 
snowflakes are different. Not 
one of them is the same.  
Have a go at making a paper 
snowflake.  
 

Please see suggested 
activities attached. 

Please make time 
to share a book 
with your child 
each day.  
You can also 
practise reading 
on Bug Club! 
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Day 3 Learn to 
recognise and say 
the phoneme ‘w’: 
 
https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v
=yhxnA6ZNjvk&li
st=PLuGr6z2H2
KNGLy2Tckcy8K
k8u10mXgcmi&in
dex=31  
 
Extension task: 
Practise 
reading/writing 
words which 
include ‘w’ (e.g. 
wig, web, win) 

In the story, Percy goes to 
bed in his hut. Can you 
write the words ‘bed’ and 
‘hut’ together?  
The rabbits hop. Can you 
write ‘hop’ independently?  
 
Extension task: Write ‘I 
can hop’. together talking 
about starting with a 
capital letter, finishing 
with a full stop, and 
including a finger space 
between each word.  
 
 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Play the following 
activity 
 
https://wrm-
13b48.kxcdn.com/wp
-
content/uploads/202
0/11/PDF-Alive-in-5-
Week-1-Session-2-
.pdf  
 
Extension task: 
Answer the questions 
– Can you make 
zero by adding? Can 
you make zero by 
subtracting? 

Complete the Oak Academy 
Lesson: 
To understand the difference 
between hot and cold 
https://classroom.thenational.
academy/lessons/to-
understand-the-difference-
between-hot-and-cold-6cukcr 

Please see suggested 
activities attached. 

Please make time 
to share a book 
with your child 
each day.  
You can also 
practise reading 
on Bug Club! 

Day 4 Learn to read 
tricky word ‘the’.  
 
Write tricky 
word ‘the’ on a 
piece of paper. 
Encourage your 
child to say a 
short sentence 
that has the 
tricky word ‘the’ 
in it, pointing to 
the tricky word 
‘the’ each time, 
e.g. ‘I will go to 
the top of the 
hill.’  
 

Go on a winter walk 
together. What signs of 
winter can you spot?  
 
Extension task: What 
changes will happen in the 
Spring?  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Draw and cut out 5 
snowmen. You could 
match the number 
of buttons to the 
order in which you 
make them, e.g. the 
first snowman will 
have one button, the 
second will have two.   
 
 

Complete the Oak Academy 
lesson: 
To name things that you can 
see outside in Winter 
https://classroom.thenational.
academy/lessons/to-name-
things-that-you-can-see-
outside-in-winter-c4t3ec  
Refer back to what you saw 
on your winter walk this 
morning. 
 

Please see suggested 
activities attached. 

Please make time 
to share a book 
with your child 
each day.  
You can also 
practise reading 
on Bug Club! 

Day 5 Revise the sounds 
/j/. /v/, and 
/w/. Show the 
children 

Have fun role-playing the 
different characters from 
the story ‘One Snowy 
Night’. What would your 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Share the rhyme 
Five Little Snowmen 
(to the tune of ‘Incy 
Wincy Spider’): 

Look at the photos on the 
following link. Which is 
your favourite? Can you 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make time 
to share a book 
with your child 
each day.  
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different items 
beginning with j, 
v and w. Can 
they identify the 
initial sound? 
 
Use flashcards to 
read words – 
jug, van, wig. 
Show where to 
start and make 
the sounds as you 
point to each 
card, speeding it 
up to assist with 
blending. 
Practise writing 
the letters j, v 
and w in range 
of media, e.g. 
salt on a tray or 
plate, shaving 
foam, with 
crayons, paint, 
etc.  

 

character say? How would 
they speak? How would 
they move? 

 
Five little snowmen 
standing in a row 
(hold up 5 fingers), 
Each with a hat (pat 
head) and a big red 
bow (pull at neck like 
a bow tie), 
Along came the 
sunshine and shone 
all day,  
And one of the 
snowmen melted right 
away! (put down one 
finger). 
Continue until there 
are no snowmen left. 

create your own winter 
scene?   
 
https://www.nationalgeogra
phic.com/environment/photo
s/avalanche-winter-
general/  
  

You can also 
practise reading 
on Bug Club! 

 

Reading With Your Child 

Sharing a book with your child on a regular basis is such a valuable activity. We ask that you aim to share at least one story a day with your child. 

There are some really useful tips for reading for your child on the following website: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-

advice/reading-tips/ 

 

What is child-initiated play? 

Also known as free play or creative play, child-initiated play gives children the freedom to choose what they play with, as well as how and when they do 

so. 
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Child-initiated play has an important role in children's learning and development, because children explore and learn from their own thoughts and ideas 

through the freedom and creativity that child-initiated play enables.  

 Emotional development - children are able to make their own choices and are validated by them 

 Independence - this kind of play gives children a level of independence from an early age that is not provided by adult-led play 

 Creativity - children show their creativity when left to their own devices, expressed in the way that they play 

 Concentration - children are known to concentrate for longer periods when making models, using building blocks and following their own 

interests 

 Social skills - it helps children learn to share and cooperate  

Below are a couple of suggestions of how you enhance child initiated play at home 

Playdough 

Developing Fine Motor Skills – As children manipulate the dough by squashing it, squeezing it, patting and rolling it this helps build the strength in their 

hand muscles, ready for helping develop further skills such as scissor and pencil control. 

Developing children’s imagination and creativity – Playdough can be made into absolutely anything. Adding open ended resources can help develop 

children’s imagination as they begin to think about what they can make, for example by introducing cupcake cases children’s play will be lead onto 

birthdays and blowing the candles out on the cake. 

Language development – Children, will often approach an adult and say ”Look at what I’ve made.” This is an ideal opportunity for adults to encourage a 

conversation with the child, building on their language development. 

Develops self-esteem – Many children are proud of what they have made and will often be eager to show others, this helps develop their self-esteem. 

As playdough is an open-ended resource, there is no right or wrong way when playing with this resource. 

Developing maths – Playdough is great for introducing maths concepts. Children will make 2d shapes and 3d shapes; they will begin to compare lengths 

and thickness of their playdough. 

Developing children’s sensory awareness – Playdough is a simple sensory activity that children will spend hours playing with. It can be easily extended 

by making different types of it such as slimy playdough or scented dough. 

 

Construction Ideas 

Tubes – tubes of any sort are a great construction material that can be stacked, inserted into one another, cut, ripped, painted, coloured and stuck to 

make all sorts of fabulous construction buildings or arrangements 

Logs or pieces of tree – These can be brought or collected from your outdoor environments. These again can be stacked in anyway to create some 

amazing structures. As these are not uniform and come however they are found they all enable children to learn about size and texture and add a 

sensory element to their play 



Twigs and sticks – These can be incorporated with other resources such as play dough and clay to allow the children to bring height and another 

dimension into their construction adventures. These can be lined up, joined and stacked to create whatever the children are interested in. 

Crates and planks of wood – These are great to incorporate into the outdoors environment and really encourage team work and shared thinking. This 

allows children to discover, explore, investigate and learn to share and communicate ideas as they decide to build their next castle or roman fort. 

Boxes – Large, small or medium, any shape and size will make a great resource for your construction area. Again these can be combined with other 

materials and are adaptable to make anything the children desire 

Imaginative play 

There are some lovely tips and ideas for supporting imaginative play on the following website: https://www.learning4kids.net/ 

 

https://www.learning4kids.net/

