
  Home Learning for Reception Children  

 Phonics/ Literacy 
(15 minutes) 

Child 
Initiated 
Activity 

Mathematics 
(15  minutes) 
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Understanding the World/ Expressive 
Arts and Design Activity (15 minutes) 

 

Child 
Initiated 
Activity 

Daily 
Reading 

Day 1 Learn to recognise and say the phoneme 
‘ck: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gY
7448bXLJI&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGLy
2Tckcy8Kk8u10mXgcmi&index=41  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

To count six objects reliably 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy
/lessons/count-six-objects-reliably-
61k6cc 

Watch The Gruffalo’s Child 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b018nr
hm/the-gruffalos-child  
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 2 Learn to recognise and say the phoneme 
‘e’: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF
-
2HlavdcM&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGLy2
Tckcy8Kk8u10mXgcmi&index=40  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Number hunt 
 
Find six items outside 

 
Look at the cave pictures in the 
Gruffalo's Child. Can you create your 
own cave drawing of the Big Bad Mouse 
that the Gruffalo describes? 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 3 Learn to recognise and say the phoneme 
‘u’: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32QR
cAD09K0&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGLy2Tck
cy8Kk8u10mXgcmi&index=39  

 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Musical numbers 
 

 
https://soundcloud.com/ravenswell/six
-little-snowflakes  

 
Can you draw some pictures of the animals 
that the Gruffalo’s child meets on his 
journey?  
 
Can you label your pictures?  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 4 Revise the sounds /ck/. /e/, and 
/u/. Show the children different 
items beginning with /ck/, /e/ and 
/u/. Can they identify the initial 
sound? 
 
Use 3 flashcards to read words – 
sack, set, tuck. Show where to start 
and make the sounds as you point to 
each card, speeding it up to assist 
with blending. 
Practise writing the letters /ck/, /e/, 
/u/ in range of media, e.g. salt on a 
tray or plate, shaving foam, with 
crayons, paint, etc.  

 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

 To explore conservation of numbers 
within 6 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy
/lessons/explore-conservation-of-
number-within-6-ccw30c 

 
Can you act out the story of The Gruffalo’s 
Child in your house? Use your imagination! 
What could you use for the log pile house?  
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  
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Day 5 Revise the sounds /ck/. /e/, and 
/u/. 
 
Learn to read tricky word ‘no’.  
 
Write tricky word ‘no’ on a piece of 
paper. Encourage your child to say a 
short sentence that has the tricky 
words ‘no’ in it, pointing to the tricky 
word ‘no’ each time, e.g. ‘There is no 
jelly in the fridge’.  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

 Creating shapes out of sticks 
 
Can you find 6 sticks roughly the 
same size and use them to create a 
hexagon? 

Watch Stick Man 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b06t0
9rk/stick-man  
 
Can you hear any rhyming words in this 
story? 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 6 Learn to recognise and say the phoneme 
‘r’: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
X9rNXLKoUI&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGL
y2Tckcy8Kk8u10mXgcmi&index=38  
 

 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Musical Maths! 
Practise your counting skills by joining in 
with some well-known counting songs. The 
following link has lots to choose from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03g
64rd 

 

Use things that you can find around the 
house or in your garden to make your own 
stick man! 
 
Can you retell the story? 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 7 Learn to recognise and say the 
phoneme ‘h’: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=RkzQ9pHFVBQ&list=PLuGr6z2H
2KNGLy2Tckcy8Kk8u10mXgcmi&i
ndex=31  
 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Explore one more within six 
 

https://classroom.thenational.academy
/lessons/to-explore-one-more-within-
six-74u34t  
 

 
Can you make a list of all of the people that 
Stick Man meets on his journey? 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 8 Learn to recognise and say the phoneme 
‘b’: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoST9
JY65Vo&list=PLuGr6z2H2KNGLy2Tckcy
8Kk8u10mXgcmi&index=29  

 
 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Explore one fewer within six 
 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/les
sons/explore-one-fewer-within-six-6wr66c   

 
Using some playdough can you make another 
animal that The Stick Man might meet in 
the story? 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  

Day 9 Revise /s/, /a/, /t/, /p/, /i/, /n/. 
 

Please see 
suggested 

To place numbers 1-6 in order 
 

 
Make a card for one of the characters 
in the story.  

Please see 
suggested 

Please make 
time to share a 
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Practise reading words containing 
these sounds. 
 
Write each sound on a sticky note or 
small piece of paper. You can now 
make a number of words with /s/, 
/a/, /t/, /p/, /i/, 
/n/m/d/g/o/c/k/ck/e/u/r/h/b. 
 
Make one of the words. Show your 
child where to start and make the 
sounds as you point to each letter then 
swipe your finger under the whole 
word as you say it. Encourage your 
child to do the same. Repeat with 
other words.  
 

activities 
attached. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/les
sons/to-place-numbers-1-6-in-order-
ctk66t  

 
 

activities 
attached. 

book with your 
child each day.  

Day 10 Revise /s/, /a/, /t/, /p/, /i/, 
/n/m/d/g/o/c/k/ck/e/u/r/h/b. 
 
Practise reading words containing 
these sounds by using the following 
game: 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resourc
es/phase/2/buried-treasure 
 
Choose Set 1-3 plus /h/ and /b/. 
 

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Counting Walk 
Go on a walk around your local area 
and count the things you see e.g. how 
many road signs? How many trees? You 
could try keeping a record of the things 
you see and count by drawing them, 
making marks or writing the numerals.  

 

 
Can you create a necklace for Stick Man’s 
wife using pasta/beads and some string? If 
you have some paint try making a pattern 
with the colours!  
 
Don’t forget to take a photograph for your 
teacher!  

Please see 
suggested 
activities 
attached. 

Please make 
time to share a 
book with your 
child each day.  
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Reading With Your Child 

Sharing a book with your child on a regular basis is such a valuable activity. We ask that you aim to share at least one story a day with your child. 

There are some really useful tips for reading for your child on the following website: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-

advice/reading-tips/ 

 

What is child-initiated play? 

Also known as free play or creative play, child-initiated play gives children the freedom to choose what they play with, as well as how and when they do 

so. 

Child-initiated play has an important role in children's learning and development, because children explore and learn from their own thoughts and ideas 

through the freedom and creativity that child-initiated play enables.  

 Emotional development - children are able to make their own choices and are validated by them 

 Independence - this kind of play gives children a level of independence from an early age that is not provided by adult-led play 

 Creativity - children show their creativity when left to their own devices, expressed in the way that they play 

 Concentration - children are known to concentrate for longer periods when making models, using building blocks and following their own 

interests 

 Social skills - it helps children learn to share and cooperate  

Below are a couple of suggestions of how you enhance child initiated play at home 

Playdough 

Developing Fine Motor Skills – As children manipulate the dough by squashing it, squeezing it, patting and rolling it this helps build the strength in their 

hand muscles, ready for helping develop further skills such as scissor and pencil control. 

Developing children’s imagination and creativity – Playdough can be made into absolutely anything. Adding open ended resources can help develop 

children’s imagination as they begin to think about what they can make, for example by introducing cupcake cases children’s play will be lead onto 

birthdays and blowing the candles out on the cake. 

Language development – Children, will often approach an adult and say ”Look at what I’ve made.” This is an ideal opportunity for adults to encourage a 

conversation with the child, building on their language development. 

Develops self-esteem – Many children are proud of what they have made and will often be eager to show others, this helps develop their self-esteem. 

As playdough is an open-ended resource, there is no right or wrong way when playing with this resource. 

Developing maths – Playdough is great for introducing maths concepts. Children will make 2d shapes and 3d shapes; they will begin to compare lengths 

and thickness of their playdough. 
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Developing children’s sensory awareness – Playdough is a simple sensory activity that children will spend hours playing with. It can be easily extended 

by making different types of it such as slimy playdough or scented dough. 

 

Construction Ideas 

Tubes – tubes of any sort are a great construction material that can be stacked, inserted into one another, cut, ripped, painted, coloured and stuck to 

make all sorts of fabulous construction buildings or arrangements 

Logs or pieces of tree – These can be brought or collected from your outdoor environments. These again can be stacked in anyway to create some 

amazing structures. As these are not uniform and come however they are found they all enable children to learn about size and texture and add a 

sensory element to their play 

Twigs and sticks – These can be incorporated with other resources such as play dough and clay to allow the children to bring height and another 

dimension into their construction adventures. These can be lined up, joined and stacked to create whatever the children are interested in. 

Crates and planks of wood – These are great to incorporate into the outdoors environment and really encourage team work and shared thinking. This 

allows children to discover, explore, investigate and learn to share and communicate ideas as they decide to build their next castle or roman fort. 

Boxes – Large, small or medium, any shape and size will make a great resource for your construction area. Again these can be combined with other 

materials and are adaptable to make anything the children desire 

Imaginative play 

There are some lovely tips and ideas for supporting imaginative play on the following website: https://www.learning4kids.net/ 

 

 

https://www.learning4kids.net/

