
Nursery Remote Learning  

We are continuing to work on these key areas: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Communication and Language 

• Physical Development 

We are continuing our learning on Winter and introducing our new theme of ‘Our World’. Below are some 

activity suggestions we would like you to try with your child while they are unable to attend school. 

Activities to support the topic of Our World 

Treasure box 

Child decorates a shoe box and fills it with pictures of things that they would like to tell their new class 

about). 

The Sun Shines 

Take it in turns in the middle of the circle to look carefully at their classmates and decide which attribute 

the sun will be shining on this time (e.g. the sun shines on people with glasses) 

Monkey Head Monkey Do 

Produce sound sequences using a variety of items from around the house or classroom (blocks, spoons, pans, 

pencils) by tapping or banging the objects on the ground or a table. Encourage children to repeat what they 

hear. Start simple, and increase the difficulty as your child becomes more proficient. 

Activities to support sound recognition 

General Sound Discrimination Environmental Sounds 

Play the game ‘I Hear with My Little Ear’! Take it in turns to imitate the sound of something and guess 
what makes that sound. You could imitate the sound of things found around hour house like a clock or a 
telephone or of recognisable animals like a cat or a dog. 

General Sound Discrimination – Body Percussion 

Ask a grown up at home if they can remember any playground clapping games from when they were at 
school? Can you learn one and show it to your friends?  

Listening and remembering sounds 

Ask a small group to sit in a circle so they can see a selection of rhyming objects (e.g. rat, hat, cat) placed 
on the floor. Use a bowl and spoon as props to act out the song. Invite the children, in turn, to choose an 
object to put into the soup and place it in the bowl. After each turn, stir the soup and sing the following song 
to recite the growing list of things that end up in the soup.  

Sing the first part of the song to the tune of ‘Pop Goes the Weasel’:  

I’m making lots of silly soup  

I’m making soup that’s silly,  

I’m going to cook it in the fridge, 



To make it nice and chilly  

In goes… a fox… a box… some socks… 

 

Wellbeing & Physical Activity 

Cosmic Kids yoga link - https://cosmickids.com/watch/  

Mathematics 

Counting up to 4 objects in lots of different ways and saying number names in order to 10.  

Watch this episode on Numberblocks, all about the number four - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xket7YPSCYk  

Shape recognition – sorting and naming (circle, square, rectangle and triangle) 

Crafts 

Make a paper plate robyn 

https://www.nurseryactivityideas.co.uk/christmas-activities/making-a-paper-plate-robin.html#more-552  

Arctic Ice Sensory Play 

Freeze some water in a washing up bowl and allow your child to play with it 

 

Sensory Play snow 

Make this at home with your child and talk about how it feels.  

https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/01/sensory-play-snow.html  

Playdough  

Listen to the story of The Gruffalo’s Child: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b018nrhm/the-gruffalos-child  

Can you build the Big Bad Mouse and the Gruffalo’s child using playdough? Can you make the mouse 

smaller than the Gruffalo’s child?  

Role Play 

Act out part of the Gruffalo’s child with an adult. What could you use in the house to help you?  
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Reading With Your Child 

Sharing a book with your child on a regular basis is such a valuable activity. We ask that you aim to share 

at least one story a day with your child. There are some really useful tips for reading for your child on the 

following website: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/ 

Our Nursery Lending Library will be opening over the next couple of weeks and we will be having a real focus 

on the importance of sharing stories. If you make it through your own collection at home or would like some 

alternatives there are a selection of eBooks available on the following link https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page# 

 

 

Child Initiated Play 

As well as making time for some structured adult led activities such as the ones suggested above, it is also 

really important for young children to have the opportunity to learn through child imitated play. 

 

 

What is child-initiated play? 

Also known as free play or creative play, child-initiated play gives children the freedom to choose what they 

play with, as well as how and when they do so. 

Child-initiated play has an important role in children's learning and development, because children explore 

and learn from their own thoughts and ideas through the freedom and creativity that child-initiated play 

enables.  

 Emotional development - children are able to make their own choices and are validated by them 

 Independence - this kind of play gives children a level of independence from an early age that is not 

provided by adult-led play 

 Creativity - children show their creativity when left to their own devices, expressed in the way that 

they play 

 Concentration - children are known to concentrate for longer periods when making models, using 

building blocks and following their own interests 

 Social skills - it helps children learn to share and cooperate 

 

Below are a couple of suggestions of how you enhance child initiated play at home 

Playdough  

Developing Fine Motor Skills – As children manipulate the dough by squashing it, squeezing it, patting and 

rolling it this helps build the strength in their hand muscles, ready for helping develop further skills such as 

scissor and pencil control. 

Developing children’s imagination and creativity – Playdough can be made into absolutely anything. Adding 

open ended resources can help develop children’s imagination as they begin to think about what they can 

make, for example by introducing cupcake cases children’s play will be lead onto birthdays and blowing the 

candles out on the cake. 
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Language development – Children, will often approach an adult and say ”Look at what I’ve made.” This is 

an ideal opportunity for adults to encourage a conversation with the child, building on their language 

development. 

Develops self-esteem – Many children are proud of what they have made and will often be eager to show 

others, this helps develop their self-esteem. As playdough is an open-ended resource, there is no right or wrong 

way when playing with this resource. 

Developing maths – Playdough is great for introducing maths concepts. Children will make 2d shapes and 

3d shapes; they will begin to compare lengths and thickness of their playdough. 

Developing children’s sensory awareness – Playdough is a simple sensory activity that children will spend 

hours playing with. It can be easily extended by making different types of it such as slimy playdough or 

scented dough. 

Recipe link: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe 

Construction Ideas 

Tubes – tubes of any sort are a great construction material that can be stacked, inserted into one another, 

cut, ripped, painted, coloured and stuck to make all sorts of fabulous construction buildings or arrangements 

Logs or pieces of tree – These can be brought or collected from your outdoor environments. These again can 

be stacked in anyway to create some amazing structures. As these are not uniform and come however they 

are found they all enable children to learn about size and texture and add a sensory element to their play 

Twigs and sticks – These can be incorporated with other resources such as play dough and clay to allow the 

children to bring height and another dimension into their construction adventures. These can be lined up, 

joined and stacked to create whatever the children are interested in. 

Crates and planks of wood – These are great to incorporate into the outdoors environment and really 

encourage team work and shared thinking. This allows children to discover, explore, investigate and learn to 

share and communicate ideas as they decide to build their next castle or roman fort. 

Boxes – Large, small or medium, any shape and size will make a great resource for your construction area. 

Again these can be combined with other materials and are adaptable to make anything the children desire 

Imaginative play 

There are some lovely tips and ideas for supporting imaginative play on the following website: 

https://www.learning4kids.net/ 

 

For some extra ideas and support the following websites are useful:  

 

DfE Hungry Little Minds - http://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/ 
BBC's Tiny Happy People - http://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people 

National Literacy Trust's Family Zone - http://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone  
 
 
Please email any photographs etc that you would like to share with your teachers to 

nurserylearning@woodside.shropshire.sch.uk 
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You can also continue to upload video clips (maximum of 30 seconds in length), photographs, observations to 

EExAT using your child’s unique code a password. 

 

 


